
T
h

ere are cu
rren

tly 14
4

 can
n
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is 

cultivation licen
ses in S

on
om

a 
C

ou
n

ty rep
resen

tin
g in

d
o

or, ou
td

o
or 

an
d

 green
h

ouse. If th
ey all used

 th
e 

m
axim

u
m

 sq
u

are fo
otage p

erm
itted

, it 
w

ould
 total 4

4
 acres, rep

resen
tin

g $
2

5
0

 
m

illion of an
n

u
al can

n
ab

is p
ro

d
u

ction
.

A
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u
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5
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u
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x o
n
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tal p
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d

u
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n
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4
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n

W
IN

E GR
APES IN

 COM
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ISON
 

T
h

e largest econ
om

ic p
ow

erh
ouse 

b
efore can

n
ab

is h
as b

een w
in

e grap
es. 

T
h

ese tw
o crop

s are used
 as a stan

d
ard

 
of com

p
arison in b

oth ag an
d

 ad
ult 

con
su

m
p

tion m
arkets. A

gricultu
ral 

econ
om

ics d
rives availab

le lan
d

 use for us 
all. V

in
eyard

s con
su

m
e rou

ghly 6
0

,0
0

0
 

acres in S
on

om
a C

ou
n

ty, rep
resen

tin
g 

$
6

5
0

 m
illion in 2

0
19
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d
u
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.
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O
n
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w
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e 
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m
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 by several p
eop

le for $
10

. A
 

$
10

 b
o

ttle o
f w

in
e can p

ro
d

u
ce sim

ilar 
d

esired
 so

cial eff
ects. T

h
e d

iff
eren

ce is 
th

at it takes arou
n

d
 8

5
0

 grap
es, or 1,0

0
0

 
gram

s h
eavily p

ro
cessed

, to p
ro

d
u

ce 
a b

ottle of w
in

e. T
h

e can
n

ab
is flow

er is 
read

y to roll w
ith m

inim
al p

ro
cessin

g.

M
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N
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C
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n
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2

0
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o

re 
eco

n
o

m
ically p
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d

u
ctive th

an w
in

e 
grap

es an
d

 yet allo
catin

g acreage for it 
h

as ru
n in

to p
olitical ob

stacles. D
ated

 
scare tactics conflate th

e n
u

m
b

er of 
acres “availab

le” for can
n

ab
is farm

in
g 

w
ith an assertion th

at farm
ers w

ill use  
all th

e acreage availab
le.

H
ere’s w

hy th
at d

o
esn’t ad

d
 u

p:  If 
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5

,0
0

0
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for can
n

ab
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ould
 p
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d

u
ce $

3
4
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b
illion in crop

s, exceed
in

g fou
r tim

es 
th

e glob
al d
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an

d
 for can

n
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is.

R
ealistically, can

n
ab

is farm
ers 

n
eed

 only to h
ave en

ou
gh acres in

 
p

ro
d

u
ction to m

eet lo
cal m

arket 

d
em

an
d

 for S
on

om
a C

ou
n

ty in ord
er 

to b
e a lead

in
g su

p
p

lier in C
alifornia 

to
d

ay. In th
e n

ear term
 of a few

 years, 
less th

an 1,0
0

0
 acres w

ill b
e n

eed
ed

 
for can

n
ab

is. T
h

at is 2
3

 tim
es m

ore 
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an is in use to
d

ay, an
d

 
less th

an 2
%

 of cu
rren

t w
in

e grap
e 

acreage.

Being a cannabis operator in 
Sonom

a County carries the sam
e 

benefit as doing any other business 
in Sonom

a County. This region 
is jam

-packed w
ith com

m
unity 

m
inded, environm

entally focused 
people, and w

e love being able to 
w

ork in conjunction w
ith folks w

ho 
really understand that w

e only 
succeed w

hen w
e all w

ork together.
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M
ercy W

ellness appreciates all 
the support w

e’ve received from
 

locals. Prior to the pandem
ic, our 

custom
ers hailed from

 5,100 zip 
codes in the U.S. outside of the 
N

orth Bay, w
hich disappeared 

im
m

ediately. How
ever, locals 

quickly stepped up and filled 
the gap by referring friends and 
fam

ily. If residents buy from
 a 

locally-ow
ned  retailer w

ho sells 
local products and banks locally, 
then 31%

 m
ore of every purchase 

stays locally longer.
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Sonom
a County is the 

gatew
ay to the Em

erald 
Triangle, a place of beautiful 
rolling hills, and w

orld class 
craft cannabis! Industry 
operators in Sonom

a County 
are rallying together to 
prom

ote pro-cannabis, 
pro-business policies that 
w

ill keep locally grow
n craft 

cannabis at the forefront. 
W

e chose to grow
  

cannabis because w
e love 

this m
agical plant that 

brings both joy and m
edicinal 

benefits to others and allow
s 

us to prom
ote regenerative 

farm
ing practices.
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 I w
as diagnosed w

ith brain 
cancer over 7 years ago and 
cannabis saved m

y life. After 
surgery, I learned that I had 
pilocytic astrocytom

a behind 
m

y left eye. Part of the tum
or 

w
as rem

oved and I felt helpless, 
fearing death m

ore than ever, 
and I w

anted to live! I learned a 
lot about cannabis and refused 
chem

otherapy and radiation. 
Since incorporating it into m

y 
daily regim

e, I w
ake up w

anting 
to live each day to the fullest 
and have a m

uch greater sense 
of w

ell-being. M
y journey has 

em
pow

ered m
e to w

ork in this 
industry and I’m

 inspired to share 
m

y story to give others hope.
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From
 a regulatory side, it’s a heavy burden. But the 

people I w
ork w

ith—
w

ho are very professional and 
business-driven—

are grateful to m
ove aw

ay from
 

a cash-intensive process and to be able to utilize 
legitim

ate banking to w
rite checks and pay their 

taxes through ACH.   
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BER OF LOCAL 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS OFFERING  
BANKING SERVICES TO CANNABIS BUSINESSES
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n
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b
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