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ECONOMIC MAGIC FROM A MAGICAL PLANT MADE
LOCAL

Sonoma County

golocal.coop

Being a cannabis operator in
Sonoma County carries the same
benefit as doing any other business
in Sonoma County. This region

is jam-packed with community
minded, environmentally focused

40 people, and we love being able to
NUMBER OF SONOMA COUNTY work in conjunction with folks who

LICENSED MANUFACTURERS really understand that we only

succeed when we all work together.

ASHLEY NELSON, CEO, THE ESOURCERY
(EXTRACTION SERVICES)

Sonoma County is the
gateway to the Emerald
Triangle, a place of beautiful
rolling hills, and world class
craft cannabis! Industry
operators in Sonoma County
arerallying together to
promote pro-cannabis,
pro-business policies that
will keep locally grown craft
cannabis at the forefront.

We chose to grow

cannabis because we love
this magical plant that
brings both joy and medicinal
benefits to others and allows
us to promote regenerative
farming practices.

ALEXARAEWALL, CEO
LUMA CALIFORNIA
(CULTIVATION SERVICES)

HEAL
LOCAL

Sonoma County

golocal.coop

I was diagnosed with brain
cancer over 7years ago and
cannabis saved my life. After
surgery, | learned that | had
pilocytic astrocytoma behind
my left eye. Part of the tumor
was removed and | felt helpless,
fearing death more than ever,
and | wanted to live! I learned a
lot about cannabis and refused
chemotherapy and radiation.
Since incorporating it into my
daily regime, | wake up wanting //‘((

to live each day to the fullest

Mercy Wellness appreciates all
the support we've received from
locals. Prior to the pandemic, our
customers hailed from 5,100 zip
codes in the U.S. outside of the
North Bay, which disappeared
immediately. However, locals
quickly stepped up and filled

the gap by referring friends and
family. If residents buy from a
locally-owned retailer who sells
local products and banks locally,
then 31% more of every purchase
stays locally longer.

TERRY GARRETT, MERCY WELLNESS,
COTATIAND SANTA ROSA

SHOP
LOCAL

Sonoma County

golocal.coop

A
~

From a regulatory side, it’s a heavy burden. But the
people | work with—who are very professional and
business-driven—are grateful to move away from
a cash-intensive process and to be able to utilize
legitimate banking to write checks and pay their
taxes through ACH.

PAT DUNCAN, VP OF COMPLIANCE, COMMUNITY FIRST
CREDIT UNION (BANKING SERVICES)

SIMPLE
MATH
NUMBER OF LOCAL

w— Q FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS OFFERING

’;v D nﬁ BANKING SERVICES TO CANNABIS BUSINESSES

BANK
LOCAL

N Sonoma County

golocal.coop

and have a much greater sense
of well-being. My journey has
empowered me to work in this
industry and I'm inspired to share
my story to give others hope.
FELICIA ACCOMAZZO, OPERATIONS

I

AS OF MARCH 2021
IN SONOMA COUNTY

144
LICENSED CULTIVATORS

$250 MILLION

ESTIMATED ANNUAL REVENUE

There are currently 144 cannabis
cultivation licenses in Sonoma

County representing indoor, outdoor
and greenhouse. If they all used the
maximum square footage permitted, it
would total 44 acres, representing $250
million of annual cannabis production.

DIRECTOR, MERCY WELLNESS N

Average per acre production for
CANNABIS: $5.7 million | Cultivation
tax on total production: $4.1 million

WINE GRAPES IN COMPARISON

The largest economic powerhouse
before cannabis has been wine grapes.
These two crops are used as a standard
of comparison in both ag and adult

R

consumption markets. Agricultural
economics drives available land use for us
all. Vineyards consume roughly 60,000
acres in Sonoma County, representing
$650 million in 2019 production.

Average per acre production for
WINE GRAPES: $11,000 | Cultivation
tax on total production: $0

NUMBERS FROM A CONSUMER POV

One gram of cannabis flower can be
consumed by several people for $10. A
$10 bottle of wine can produce similar
desired social effects. The difference is
that it takes around 850 grapes, or 1,000
grams heavily processed, to produce

a bottle of wine. The cannabis flower is
ready to roll with minimal processing.

/

MAKING ROOM FOR CANNABIS

Cannabis is 520 times more
economically productive than wine

grapes and yet allocating acreage for it

has run into political obstacles. Dated
scare tactics conflate the number of
acres “available” for cannabis farming
with an assertion that farmers will use
all the acreage available.

S —

demand for Sonoma County in order
to be a leading supplier in California
today. In the near term of a few years,
less than 1,000 acres will be needed
for cannabis. That is 23 times more
acreage thanis in use today, and

less than 2% of current wine grape
acreage.

Here's why that doesn’t add up: If
farmers used the 65,000 acres zoned
for cannabis, it would produce $342
billion in crops, exceeding four times
the global demand for cannabis.

Realistically, cannabis farmers
need only to have enough acres in
production to meet local market



